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PRESS RELEASE
22nd September 2008 
WORLD LEADERS SUPPORTS DEAF PARENTING UK:

 NEW AMBASSADOR – 
MARKKU JOKINEN, PRESIDENT OF WORLD FEDERATION OF THE DEAF (WFD)
AND 
WORD OF SUPPORTS FROM 
BORIS JOHNSON, MAYOR OF LONDON 
Sabina Iqbal, Chair/Founder of Deaf Parenting UK: “We are delighted to welcome two key leaders, Markku Jokinen, who is President of World Federation of the Deaf (WFD), one of the world leaders in the Deaf World as Ambassador for Deaf Parenting UK. and one is Boris Johnson, who is Mayor of London – one of the major cities in the world, who gave his support to Deaf Parenting UK and our work.

Markku of WFD have recognised that Deaf Parenting UK is unique in its own right. No other country has a national organisation like Deaf Parenting UK apart from small projects here and there. We are the only formal organisation of Deaf parents for Deaf parents in the world. Having Markku on board would enable our vision on Deaf Parenting be shared across the world by setting our work as good model for other countries on enabling confidence, supporting and empowering Deaf parents.
Also welcoming the support of Boris Johnson, Mayor of London who recognised our vital work and we look forward to working with him in improving the quality of lives of Deaf Parents in London.”
Markku Jokinen, President of World Federation of the Deaf (WFD): “It is an honour to the World Federation of the Deaf (WFD) and to me to be invited to become Ambassador for Deaf Parenting UK. You are aware that it is through linguistic human rights that Deaf people are able to reach all other human rights. You have shown this in your important work for Deaf parents and kept service providers, politicians, local and government officials as well as partner organisations aware of this basic and necessary requirement. Your organisation is indeed a very rare one and thus you set an important example and model for all other Deaf parents in the world. We in WFD with its members all over the world wish all success, wisdom and strength in your important work.”
Boris Johnson, Mayor of London: “We are working hard in London to remove barriers for people in the Deaf community and raise the profile and awareness of British and Irish Sign Language as London languages. I wish you well in developing the important work you are doing and hope we can work together to make London a truly inclusive city.  “
-Ends-
For all media enquiries/ contact please contact Asif Iqbal via email media@deafparent.org.uk
www.deafparent.org.uk
If you want to know more about Deaf Parenting UK, please email them on 
info@deafparent.org.uk 

Editors notes:

· World Federation of the Deaf website: http://wfdeaf.org
· Greater London Authority website: www.london.gov.uk

· Deaf Parenting UK is the first ever charity and small national organisation to be run by Deaf parents for Deaf

parents. It represents the needs of Deaf parents in the UK, who have hearing children, deaf children or children

with disability. 

· Deaf Parenting UK was established following research done on gaps in services for Deaf parents within the


UK. From research, a picture emerged demonstrating the lack of awareness and consideration for the needs of

 Deaf parents.

· Because of communication issues within the home and at school Deaf children often lack access to basic


Information in the area of personal, social and health, such as growing up, sex education, pregnancy and 
parenting. Yet the background statistics are:


90% of Deaf children are born to hearing parents. As well as mainstream support and 


information, which is available to parents in general, parents of deaf children have access to 

information, resources and support via Social Services and organisations providing services to 

deaf children and their families. Information on parenting is also readily available in print, 


Video/DVD material and Parenting Classes etc. 


Deaf children grow up into adults and become parents and yet few resources and support is 

available to them in an accessible format. This is particularly with services noticeable as Deaf 

Adults have a 90% chance of having hearing children where access is a real issue.
· The following is common in Deaf parents’ daily lives, as services offered to Deaf parents are sometimes non


existent, very limited or patchy as compared to those available to hearing parents:



Deaf parents are unable to access mainstream information - parenting skills classes, midwives 

or health visitors. Deaf parents find it difficult to access or participate in school life adequately 

due to staff inability to communicate in sign language or because of lack of Deaf awareness.
· Deaf Parenting UK offers the following services for Deaf parents and Deaf parents to be:

Deaf Parenting Skills Workshops for deaf parents with young children, teenagers and expectant parents.


Befriender Services


One - to - One Parenting skills support at private home or at own discretion.


Tailor - made parenting support services to meet Deaf parents’ needs.


DPUK can deliver presentations/consultation meetings giving an insight into the service that we offer.
· Deaf Parenting UK have been recognised on local, national and international level especially on recent World


Federation for the Deaf’s conference where we realised the uniqueness of Deaf Parenting UK as a national 
organisation in UK. We checked with other countries and there were none like Deaf Parenting UK apart from 
small projects here and there, but not a formal organisation of Deaf parents for Deaf parents. It shows on how 
important for Deaf Parenting UK to present itself as a good model for other countries across the world on 
enabling confidence, supporting and empowering Deaf parents
· To learn more about Deaf Parenting UK and to qualify for free membership for Deaf parents/ families, please


visit our website on www.deafparent.org.uk.
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